
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: February 15, 2016 
 
TO:  Arizona Occupational Therapy Association--ARIZOTA 
 
FROM:  Scot Butler  
 
RE: Update on Legislation 
 
The 2016 Arizona Legislature convened on January 11.  The top priority for ARIZOTA and its 
Legislative Committee is amending the AHCCCS statute on outpatient services to authorize 
outpatient occupational therapy services for adult AHCCCS patients.  The bill to accomplish this is 
Senate Bill 1305, sponsored by Senator Nancy Barto, the Chair of the Senate Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Committee.  
 
So far SB 1305 has progressed well in the process. On February 3 the bill passed the Senate HHS 
Committee by a vote of 7-0.  On February 9 the bill passed the Senate Appropriations Committee 
by a vote of 8-0, with the support of the Chair, Senator Don Shooter. Today the bill was reported 
out by the Senate Rules Committee, meaning that there could be a floor vote in the Senate as early 
as late this week.  
 
While there appears to be good support for the substance of the bill, there is one potential problem. 
The bill results in a one-time small (no more than $275,000) cost to AHCCCS in the year when the 
change is made.  As a result, SB 1305 will need to be part of any final budget negotiations between 
the House, the Senate and the Governor.  We have begun the process of trying to work this out, but 
it could result in the bill being slowed down or held while the budget numbers are analyzed. So the 
goal of the Legislative Committee is to keep the bill moving as quickly as possible while working 
on a solution for the budget impact.  
 
There is a second major bill that has emerged, House Bill 2501, sponsored by Representative 
Heather Carter, Chair of the House Health Committee.  This bill would transfer the health 
regulatory boards to the Department of Health Services over a period of 3-5 years.  So the boards 
would continue to exist and exercise their functions, but many of their administrative positions and 
processes would be unified under DHS.  The Arizona Board of Occupational Therapy Examiners 
(ABOTE) would be moved in the 2016-17 Fiscal Year (starting July 1, 2016).  HB 2501 will have 
its first hearing in House Health on February 16. The Legislative Committee has been working with 
other stakeholders to ensure that, if this bill moves, there is no negative impact on the OT 
profession.  
 
ARIZOTA is also involved with the transfer of behavioral health services from DHS to AHCCCS, 
which the Legislature enacted last year but which takes effect on July 1, 2016.  The Legislative 
Committee will provide a more detailed update in the next 2-3 months.  


